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land we had conquered, and had sought to remain as
traders, our retireiuent would have been attributed to
weakness, and demands would have been made on us
which would have made trading impossible. If we had
determined not to advance, but simply to retain what we
had acquired, and had satisfied ourselves with repelling
attacks, these attacks would have been continued till
we had either gone forward, or resigned our conquest
altogether
We can understand the course pursued by the founders
of the British Empire in India only when we look on
them as placed between the alternative mentioned. The
Directors of the East India Company did not seek the
government of India. They deprecated it. By it com-
merce was disorganized and dividends lowered. Some
of their servants in India made enormous fortunes by
the new state of things, but this was no comfort to them.
Order after order was sent out against the extension of
territory. Governor after governor was commissioned to
carry out the peaceful views of the home authorities, but
still conquest went on under the direction of these very
governors.
I am far from vindicating all that was done; deeds
were committed which deserve severe condemnation;
but- it would be a travesty of history to say that the
governors, who set out with peaceful intentions, suc-
cumbed to the lust of conquest They were often forced
to adopt war measures. Many instances might be
-adduced, I give only one, The Marquess of Hastings
had denounced the conquering career of the Marquess
- of Wellesley. He.was selected for the very purpose of
reversing his policy, so far as it could be reversed. If
any person could be trusted for giving peace to India